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tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
 
Dear Parents 
 
It is with  a great deal of pleasure that we welcome you and your family to Bell Park North Primary School.  
We trust that your ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩs relationship with  our school  will be extremely happy and rewarding. 
 
hǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎΩΦ  9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
to the ongoing development of your child in preparing them for the future. 
 
We remain committed to providing a curriculum which is comprehensive, relevant, outcome focused and 
caters for individual needs and community expectations. 
 
A supportive home school partnership is critical to the overall development of your child and parental 
involvement is encouraged and highly welcomed. 
 
We remain proud of our achievements at Bell Park North Primary, and we look forward to extending our 
reputation as a high achieving school. 
 
I look forward to the opportunity to meet you and work with you to provide an educational program which 
enables your child to develop their potential. 
 
ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ²Ŝ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜέ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŧorward. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Anthea Lagadinos 
Principal 
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SCHOOL PROFILE 
Bell Park North Primary School is a well established P-6 primary school servicing the Geelong suburb of Bell 
Park, 5kms north of the central business district. Our school provides a stimulating and engaging 
environment in which studentsΩ individual needs are catered for by teachers and non-teaching staff and 
supported by the wider community.  
 
Our smaller class sizes strengthen the relationships between teachers and students by allowing for more 
ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ .Ŝƭƭ tŀǊƪ bƻǊǘƘ .Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
discipline procedures followed as a whole school. 
 
¢ƘŜ .Ŝƭƭ tŀǊƪ .Ωǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛp, engagement and well-being. The 
Teacher Professional Leave [TPL] team led the change and in 2005 the entire staff was trained so that a 
whole school approach could be used. This program has been highly successful with students being 
responsible for their own learning environment, classroom rules, values and expectations. Parents showed 
their support by attending the Celebration at the end of the of the first term program.  
 
The Bell park North profile remains well regarded in the local community and we are currently 
endeavouring to promote ourselves in the wider community by involving ourselves in a variety of programs, 
local and community newspapers and community celebrations.  
 
The school has always had a significant multi-cultural component and in the past the majority came from 
the former Eastern European Bloc countries, Croatia in particular. Our school population now represents 26 
different nationalities. 
 
The school hosts the Geelong English Language Centre (GELC). Staffing consists of 13 teachers and 6 
multicultural aides and supports all schools in the wider Geelong area. The GELC unit provides one-on one 
assistance for new arrivals at Bell Park North Primary School and works in conjunction with classroom 
teachers to provide valuable education support.  
 
Co-curricular and wider programs include:  
À Buddies 
À Bike Education 
À Start of School Program 
À Life Education 
À Puberty in Primary Schools Program 
À Home Reading 
À Intervention 
À Junior School Council 
À Swimming 
À Sport 
À Camps and Excursions 
À Basketball & Netball teams 
À Drug Education 
À STAR (Student Talents are Recognised) 
À Year 6 Leadership Program 
À Parent Support 
À Healthy Eating canteen 

 
The main feeder kindergarten is the Bell Park Kindergarten (adjacent) whilst parents in the district have, in 
addition to Bell Park North PS, access to Rollins PS, Norlane West PS and Holy Family PS for primary 
education provision.  
 
The secondary destinations of year 6 students are Western Heights SC, North Geelong SC, Sacred Heart 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ aŀǘƘŜǿ CƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ /ƭƻƴŀǊŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ YŀǊŘƛƴƛŀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
College, Belmont High School and St Ignatius College. 
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At Bell Park North Primary School we see its people as our most valuable resource. We embrace the 
talents, skills, qualities and differences that individuals bring to school. 
 

As a community we promote a hopeful mindset with the belief and understanding that we all have some 
say in our destiny. 
 
We foster in ourselves and others the knowledge, skills and behaviours that will strengthen relationships. 
We nurture individuals with the hope that they will become self aware, productive and resilient members 
of the community who are able to make informed decisions.  
 
At Bell Park North we are committed to supporting students to become lifelong learners, who embrace 
change and utilise and explore their talents. 
 
We provide engaging programs that challenge and support students to strive for individual excellence. It 
is our goal that students will be capable of independent thinking and that they will employ a variety of 
strategies that allow them to make meaningful real world connections.  
 
 

eLEARNING VISION 
At Bell Park North Primary School we aim to develop students who are independent, creative and 
discerning users of Information Communication Technologies.  We believe all members of the community 
are involved in this process including teacher, support staff, the Bell Park community and the wider global 
community.  Our eLearning plan will equip our students and staff to implement innovative teaching and 
eLearning strategies to provide positive worthwhile experiences and improved student outcomes. 
 
 

OUR VALUES 

       
Doing Your Best 
Strive to accomplish your personal best by trying your hardest and aiming to reach your full potential. 
  
Care and Compassion 
To be aware, concerned and interested in the physical and emotional wellbeing of yourself and those 
around us. 
  
Integrity 
Is speaking/acting in the correct way; as though the whole world is watching you. 
  
Multiculturalism 
Celebrate the Multiculturalism and diversity within our community. 
  
Honesty and Trustworthiness 
Gain trust by being honest to yourself and others. 
  
Responsibility 
.ŜƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ {Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
community and environment. 
  
Freedom 
Enjoying rights and freedoms in a safe environment and standing up for the rights of others.  
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STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 
À To improve and maximize student learning across the whole curriculum with a particular emphasis 

on Literacy and Numeracy 
À To improve student engagement, resilience, and the capacity of students to be personal learners. 
À To improve transition into, through and out of the school. 

 
 

STAFFING IN 2009 
In 2009 Bell Park North Primary School has approximately 165 children enrolled.  Our staff is made up of: 
Principal  Anthea Lagadinos 
Assistant Principal Libby Hunt 
Teaching Staff  9 
Library Technician 1 
Integration   4 
Business Manager 1 
Canteen Manager 1 
Maintenance   1 
 
Staffing is decided each year in term 4 depending on anticipated numbers for the following year, so may be 
diferent for 2010. 
 
 

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
Children may start school if they turn 5 on or before April 30th, in the year they are commencing.   
A child MUST enter school the year they turn six. 
 
 

SCHOOL HOURS 
Normal hours are Monday ς Friday 9.00am - 3.10pm 
  
During Term 1 Preps will have Wednesdays as a home rest day and are not required to attend school.  
However, parents will be asked to bring their child to school for a one hour prep entry assessment.  
Teachers will notify you of the date and time when school begins. 
 
It is essential that your child arrives at school before the bell goes at 9am.  A suggestion would be no later 
than 8.50am. 
 
A calm start to the day sets up the success of the whole day. 
 
As a school we believe that for the first month it is important that an adult collects your child from school. 
 
Children will be brought out to a designated spot to allow you to collect them.  We do this because we 
believe that overcrowding the corridor can frighten some children.  It also begins to develop their 
independence by packing and collecting their own bags. 
 

On the first day of school Preps begin at 9.30am 

 
 

PREPARING CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL 
It will help your child to settle down more easily and also assist the teachers if your child can do the 
following things for themselves: 

1. Tie or buckle their own shoes and dress themselves 
2. Know their name and address (and perhaps telephone number!) 
3. Attend to their own toilet needs 
4. Eat lunch from their lunchbox 
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PREPARATION  FOR  THE  FIRST  DAY. 
Preps are asked to come to school at 9.30am on the first day and be taken straight to their classroom.  It is 
important that they arrive on time and that you take them in to meet their teacher and then leave as 
quickly as possible.  This make separation easier, both for children and parents. 
 
A cup of tea or coffee will be available in the library for you to relax and if necessary, to set you at ease, you 
can take a quick peep through the classroom window before going home. 
 
 

KINDER TO SCHOOL TRANSITION PROGRAM 
The aim of our Kinder to School Transition program is to provide a program that prepares all children for a 
smooth start to primary school. 
 
In order to facilitate this aim we have developed this program to assist all children and parents in making 
the step from kindergarten to school as smooth and natural as possible.  Our program will involve all 
children taking part in classroom activities. Children will also have the opportunity to meet students from 
Grade 5 and learn more about our playground. 
 
All children enrolled for 2010 are invited to the school for two one hour sessions which will see them being 
involved in a range of school activities designed to make them comfortable with the school, its facilities, 
staff and students. 
 
These sessions will take place in late November/early December 2009.  During the orientation program for 
your children we will also have information sessions for parents. These will look at school readiness and 
preparing your child for school, information session about Bell Park North PS and speakers of special 
interest.  Please join us on the Orientation Days so we can have a coffee and you can get to know the 
school better. 
 
The opportunity will also be available for parents to make an appointment to pass on more specific 
information to the school about the needs of individual children.  
 
It is vital that children are enrolled in order to participate in this program, so please return your enrolment 
forms as soon as possible. 
 
We look forward to meeting both you and your child and building a relationship that will see them settle 
quickly and flourish. 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL PARENTS 
Teachers are often at school well before and after the first and last session of the day.  Teachers are 
involved in meetings, discussions, planning and preparation during these non-contact hours.  It should be 
noted that teachers responsibility to the children is between 8.45am and 3.25pm.   
 
The school encourages open communication between parents and teachers so if something has happened 
that may affect your child at school it is important to let us know.  However approaching a teacher during 
class time without a pre-arranged appointment is not appropriate due to their classroom responsibilities.  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘeacher via the student diary, or by phoning the school.  
Meetings can be arranged at a mutually convenient time with prior notification. 
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PARENT TEACHER COMMUNICATION 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  Please ask your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ 
mean that they are not available during the day.  The formal interview schedule is as follows: 
Term 1  Sharing of classroom displays at an open afternoon for parents.   
  Parent/Teacher/Student information sharing sessions. 
Term 2  A three way conference, with your child in attendance to discuss his/her half year   
  school report 
Term 3 & 4  Three way conferences by request only.  (Either parents or teachers may  
  request a conference) 
Parents are most welcome to request appointments with the Principal at any time. 
 

 
NOTICES/DIARIES 
Please check your child's bag each night for notices.  If you are not sure about anything please phone   
(5278 3548. 
  
A weekly newsletter will be published and given to the youngest member of the family on Thursdays.  This 
newsletter keeps the community informed about school activities.  The newsletters are also available on 
our school website www.bpnps.vic.gov.au along with other information about our school. 
  
Each child has a diary which is a two way communication book between school and home.  This is another 
way for parents and teachers to communicate with each other for appointments, any concerns, or sharing  
any informationΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 
 
 

SCHOOL RECESS AND LUNCH TIMES 
  9.00am ς 11.00am Classroom Program 

11.00am ς 11.20am Morning Recess 

11.20am ς   1.20pm Classroom Program 

  1.20pm ς   1.30pm Lunch eaten in classrooms 

  1.30pm ς   2.10pm Lunch Recess 

  2.10pm ς   3.10pm Classroom Program 

 
 

TERM DATES 
          2010           2011    
TERM 1  27th January  ς 26th March   1st February  ς 8th April 
TERM 2  12th April  ς 25th June   26th April  ς 1st July 
TERM 3  12th July  ς 17th September  18th July  ς 23rd September 
TERM 4  4th October  ς 17th December  10th October  ς 22nd December 
 

27th, 28th, 29th  of January 2010 will be Curriculum Days. 
Teachers will use these days for planning and professional development. 

Monday 1st February 2010 is ALL students first day 

 
 

School is dismissed at 2.10pm on the last day of each term 
 

http://www.bpnps.vic.gov.au/
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
2010      2011 

New Year's Day  Friday 1 January   Monday 3 January 
Australia Day  Tuesday 26 January   Wednesday 26 January 
Labour Day  Monday 8 March   Monday 14 March 
Good Friday  Friday 2 April    Friday 22 April 
Easter Monday  Monday 5 April    Monday 25 April 
ANZAC Day  Monday 26 April   Tuesday 26 April 

*substitute for Monday 25 April (Easter    
Monday) 

Queen's Birthday Monday 14 June   Monday 13 June 
Christmas Day  Monday 27 December   Tuesday 27 December 
Boxing Day Monday 27 December    Tuesday 27 December 

*substitute for Sunday 25 December *substitute for Saturday 25 December 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
άLǘΩǎ bƻǘ hƪŀȅ ¢ƻ .Ŝ !ǿŀȅέ 
It is important that if your child is not sick that they are  at school.  Research has shown that continual 
absences do impact on their learning. 
 
Home is the place for a sick child as the school does not have facilities to look after sick children. 
 
It is necessary for the school to receive a written explanation for all absences.  In the case of an extended 
illness, family holiday, or visit overseas, parents should provide a written explanation for the expected 
absence, including dates, before leaving. 
 
Unexplained absences will be followed up by the school. 
 
 

WAYS TO HELP US HELP YOUR CHILD 
À If you are late or need to collect your child early it is essential to come to the General Office and 

sign them in or out and collect a pass before going to the classroom. 
À [ƻǎǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ items are clearly labelled.  We 

suggest that clothing is named on the band as well as the tag as tags can be cut off. 
À We acknowledge that children sometimes want to bring special things to school for morning 

news/sharing time.  Please arrange with the teacher an appropriate time/day for this.  This avoids 
heartache if the special item gets broken. 

À Mobile phones, MP 3 Players and Ipods are NOT ALLOWED at school.  If you believe it is 
necessary for your child to carry a mobile for a particular reason, then you MUST contact the 
Principal to discuss your individual circumstances. 

À Ensure that your contact details and your emergency contacts are always current.  It can be 
extremely distressing for a sick child if we cannot contact someone. 
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BELL PARK NORTH BΩ{ ς PUTTING THE BUZZ INTO LEARNING 
To start the year smoothly at Bell Park North Primary school, classes commence with the Bell Park North 
.Ωǎ ς Putting the Buzz into Learning program.  
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ΨƭƛƪŜ ōǳǎȅ ōŜŜǎΩ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ of developing agreed routines for their 
class and discussing the different ways individuals within a group can help themselves and others have a 
great year. The start of school year program includes ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎƴŀŎƪ ōǊŜŀƪǎΣ ΨōǊŀƛƴ ōǳȊȊŜǎΩΣ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
tasks and a whole school fitness program.  
 
The focus for us at school during these first days is on developing positive relationships with each other.  
Educators know that children learn best when they are in a safe, secure, encouraging and stimulating 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ άtǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǳȊȊ ƛƴǘƻ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴ 
environment for this to happen most effectively. 
 
All members of the group, class or school have a responsibility to work together in a cooperative and 
supportive manner. This means that whilst children are supported to make wise and sensible choices, they 
are also expected to take responsibility, in keeping with their age and readiness, for the choices they make 
in class and in the yard each day.   
 
Over a two year cycle classes will spend a term concentrating on each value, whilst still practising the other 
values. The whole school cycle is: 
 

2009    2010 
Term 1  Care & Compassion  Multiculturalism 
Term 2  Doing Your Best   Doing Your Best 
Term 3  Responsibility   Honesty & Trustworthiness 
Term 4  Freedom   Integrity 
 
Bees are an organised and productive community with different bees fulfilling different roles. We learn that 
we each have a contribution to make to our school and wider community and like the bee colony we bring 
different skills to our communities.  We may be different but we each have an important and interrelated 
contribution to make for the success and productivity of our school community.   
 

 
ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
À Teachers will assess and record students progress against the Victorian Essential Learning 

Standards (VELS). 
À 3-Way Conferences with teacher/parents/student will be conducted twice yearly (early term 1 and 

mid year). 
À A written report will be given to parents in June and December, the June report will be discussed at 

a 3-Way Conference with teacher/parents/student. 
À Teachers will collect work sample to make an assessment portfolio.  Alternatively student work 

tasks may be collected as a digital portfolio.  Parents are able to see these samples of student work 
when they attend a 3-Way Conference. 

À Students are included in the 3-Way Conferences as key stakeholders in the reporting/goal setting 
process. 

À An annual report on aspects of school and student progress will be presented to the School Council 
at the Annual General Meeting and become available to members of the school community. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING 
Curriculum Support and Enrichment 

Cultural and Artistic Sporting and Leisure Educational Enrichment Community Involvement 

À Theme Days 
À Visiting 

artists/performers 
À Concerts 
À Excursions to live 

theatre/music festival 
À Pako Festa 
À Cultural Diversity Day 
À Keyboard Tuition 
 

À Bike Ed 
À House system 
À Camps 
À Buddies 
À Swimming program 
À Fitness program 
À Jump Rope for Heart 
À Interschool sports 
À Recreation groups 
À Interaction with 

senior citizens 
À Perceptual Motor 

Skills  
À House sports 
À Sports clinics 
À Lightning 

premierships 
À Cross country (yr 3ς6) 

À Computer studies 
À District support staff 
À Book week 
À Integration 
À Excursions 
À Junior School Council 
À SunSmart 
À Student Awards 
À Year 6 Graduation 
À Life Ed Van 
À Drug Ed 
À Puberty in Primary 

Schools (PiPS) 
À BNB BΩs start of 

school program 

À Theme Days 
À Extended family days 
À Special lunch days 
À Open Days 
À Education Week 

activities 
À Social Service 
À Religious Education 
À Advent pageant 
À Parent Helpers 
À Meet & Greet 
À School Development 

Group 
 

 
 

YOUR CHILD AND LEARNING SKILLS 
Parent Participation 
We will endeavor to build a strong home/school partnership and we invite parents to assist with school 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩs dictated stories, putting up displays, producing learning 
aids, typing and reading to students.  Programs to train parents to assist in class will be held in Term 2.  
Classroom helper sessions will be organized early in the year to prepare parents for the techniques used 
and expectations of helping in the classroom.   
 
Reading Skills 
Children learn to read the same way as they learn to speak, gradually, with lots of practice and 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  ! ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƘƻƳŜκǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ǝrowth as a reader and writer. 
 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
whose parents have encouraged a love of reading at home have far greater success with formal reading at 
school than those children who have not been exposed to books and given a love of literature.  This can be 
achieved by parents and children sharing the wonder and excitement of literature, reading stories together, 
discovering interesting words in signs, shop displays and magazines and ensuring that there is ready access 
to many forms of reading in the home. 
 
Success in reading depends on the way the child feels and works, uses words, sees likenesses and 
differences, understands what is seen and uses information that has been learnt from experience.  At Bell 
Park North Primary School a commitment to teaching reading is fostered through a daily one hour guided 
reading session with small group instruction and daily home reading to practice these new skills. 
 
Reading at home is rewarded with certificates presented at school assemblies each week and the Reading 
Recovery program is offered in grade one to assist those children who need additional support when 
learning to read and write.  Parental support is paramount to thŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ   
A child needs experience in expressing ideas in conversations with parents, relatives, playmates and 
friends.  Encouragement is needed to make discoveries in the environment and have some knowledge of 
the wider world.  Bell Park North Primary School provides many opportunities for children to develop their 
oral; language skills such as Developmental Curriculum, short presentations during assembly, Junior School 
Council, STAR groups and debating teams. 
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Writing Skills 
Children are encouraged to write as soon as they come to school and will write in a daily one hour writing 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ƛƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
skills will be learnt as children develop confidence and acquire knowledge about letters, words and 
sentences. 
 
It would be helpful if children can recognize and write their own name (using a capital letter and then lower 
case letters).  To assist children in writing names, here is a sample of the Victorian Modern Cursive 
alphabet: 
 
 

VICTORIAN MODERN CURSIVE 
 

Aa   Bb   Cc   Dd   Ee   Ff  

Gg   Hh   Ii   Jj    Kk   Ll  

Mm   Nn   Oo   Pp   Qq  Rr  

Ss       Tt    Uu   Vv   Ww    Xx  

Yy   Zz  

1     2     3     4     5      

6     7     8     9  
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MATHEMATICS 
To develop concepts of number and space the child must be a participant in activities. Children 
learn many things about the physical world before they abstract the idea of formal maths. 
Counting is one of the first formal number ideas taught to children, but the numbers that they 
recite often have little meaning for them.  
 
The world of home, family and neighbourhood is a world of things that stimulate the five senses. 
The child is in contact with different materials throughout the day, many of which provide 
mathematical experiences and ideas. A box of blocks emptied on the floor are individual pieces 
which can be used to sort and classify into colours, shapes or size, can be counted or built into 
objects that are big, small, wide and tall, vertical and horizontal. Much valuable and enjoyable 
learning takes place through play. 
 
Many activities can be experienced by the child that offer opportunities for the development of 
language associated with maths and begin the foundation for later learning.  A daily one hour 
Numeracy block will teach all aspects of mathematics every day.  Parents are also encouraged to 
make use of everyday situations to reinforce maths concepts at home, eg. cooking, going 
shopping, singing number rhymes, building, collecting and sorting, using money or playing card or 
dice games. It is important that parents and teachers work as partners to enhance the educational 
experience of their child.    
 
 

AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENTAL CURRICULUM: PLAY AND PROJECT BASED 
LEARNING 
Key beliefs and principles 
The play and project based philosophy places the child at the centre of curriculum planning and 
expectations. Childhood is a unique stage of the human lifecycle, and children, particularly in the 
early childhood years (birth to 8 years), reflect unique biological characteristics that have 
implications for how they learn: 
À each child has his/her own rate of development and influences from home and society that 

impact on learning 
À not all children will be able to learn the same thing at the same time in the same way 
À development, while generally sequential, varies between children of the same 

chronological age 
With this in mind, teachers still plan and work towards objectives and expectations, but a 
predetermined outcome is not set. 
 
The play and project based learning philosophy recognises that family, community and society are 
integral to children's understandings and learning. In order for meaningful learning to take place, 
teachers plan experiences that reflect children's lives and present these in ways that reflect the 
child's stage of development. 
 
Teachers carefully create a learning environment that takes into consideration the fact that not all 
children will be interested, or able to engage in the same topic or project. Teachers provide many 
opportunities for children to learn through their own interests as well as some introduced by the 
teacher. 
 
In addition to skills and understandings, the heavy influence of the five developmental domains 
(Emotional, or affective; Social; Cognitive [thinking]; Language; Physical) is taken into account 
when planning teaching and learning experiences. 
(Information taken from: Walker, K. (2007). Play Matters. Engaging Children in Learning: The Australian Developmental Curriculum. A play and 
project based philosophy. Camberwell, Victoria: ACER Press.) 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
The Early Years Literacy & Numeracy program is in operation in the school for years Prep ς 4 and focuses on 
all children achieving specific, relevant growth points to ensure the early acquisition of the necessary skills 
to achieve in Literacy and Numeracy. 
 
During years 5/6, Middle Years approaches such as Thinking Oriented Curriculum are used to build on the 
foundation skills whilst also leading to further explorarion of learning. 
 
A Reading Recovery specialist works within the school with children in Year 1.  This program assists 
students with the acquisition of Literacy skills. 
 
Performing Arts, Visual Arts, LOTE Indonesian and Information & Communication Technology (ICT) are 
taught as specialist subjects from Prep ς Year 6.  These subjects are complemented by follow-up work done 
in class with class teachers.   
 
Class teachers also teach the specialist subjects of Physical Education and Library within their units. 
 
Physical Education and Health focus on the following areas: 
À Intensive two week swimming program 
À Bike Education 
À Life Education Van (alternate years) 
À Personal Safety 
À Drug Education 
À Sports Program 
À Puberty in Primary Schools  

 

 

S.T.A.R. STUDENT TALENTS ARE RECOGNISED 
At Bell Park North we are commited to meeting the needs of students through a comprehensive 
curriculum.  All students should be given the opportunity to develop to their full potential across the full 
range of learning domains.  The regular classroom provides an environment for appropriate challenges.  To 
support this learning Bell Park North PS also provides a STAR program that provides opportunities for high 
potential, talented and interest specific groups of students to experience additional challenges.  The STAR 
structures may be multi-aged (based on interests and talents), ability based (within or across year level 
cohorts) or domain based (within or across year level cohorts). 
 
Our STAR curriculum choices and decisions are informed by the curriculum planning guidelines and in 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭǳŀǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
 
²Ŝ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ, their cultural experiences, values and beliefs, 
and gender may influence the translation of potential into performance. 

 
 

RELIGION IN LIFE 
Religion in Life is a non-denominational approved program.  Depending on school priorities and the 
availability of accredited instructors Religious Education may be offered to students.  It is expected that all 
children take part in the Religious Education program, unless they are a member of a non- Christian 
religion.  Please complete the appropriate section on the enrolment form. 
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SCHOOL CAMPS 
The school provides a camping program each year for children from years 3 to 6.  Camps give the children 
valuable experiences such as: 

¶ social interaction and leadership development away from the usual school setting. 

¶ providing first hand educational experiences.  

¶ community living. 

¶ promoting co-operation and independence in a group situation. 
  
 
 

Year 5/6 
Maldon Derby Hill Bluelight Youth Camp (2008), OR Canberra (2009) 

    
 
 
 
 

Year 3/4 
Cave Hill Creek (2008)  OR Sovereign Hill (2009) 

 

    
 
 
 

EXCURSIONS 
Throughout the year all children are given the opportunity to participate in school excursions.  Each 
excursion is related to the school curriculum and it is important that all children be given the chance to 
attend so that they are able to benefit from, and participate in, follow-up class work. 
 
All excursion costs are included in the Student Activity Levy (refer to Page 5) 
 
An Excursion Permission Notice will be given to each child for each school excursion.  For legal reasons NO 
child will be permitted to attend any excursion without the permission note signed by a parent/guardian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


